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EPA Announces Record of Decision for Cleanup at the
Olin Chemical Superfund Site in Wilmington, Massachusetts

Boston — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has selected a remedy known formally as a 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Olin Chemical Superfund Site (Site) in Wilmington, Massachusetts. 
This ROD provides interim actions to remove ongoing sources of contamination in groundwater and final 
cleanup options for addressing contaminated soil, sediments, and surface water at the Site.

Highlights of the cleanup remedy are as follows:

• Begin cleanup of the aquifer by constructing and operating new groundwater extraction and   
treatment systems;

• Capture and treat oily waste and contaminated groundwater that flows into surface water by    
constructing and operating new multi-phase extraction and treatment systems;

• Construct and maintain caps and cover systems on areas of soil contamination on the Olin      
property, including a permanent, low-permeability cap over the feature known as the                
“Containment Area;”

• Excavate contaminated wetland soil and sediments, dispose excavated materials off-site at an  
appropriate approved facility, and restore impacted wetlands and floodplains;

• Prevent potential exposure to contaminants that pose inhalation risks in future buildings by requir-
ing additional evaluations and/or engineering controls such as vapor barriers or venting systems;

• Implement land use restrictions (called “Institutional Controls”) to protect the remedy and public 
health; and

• Conduct long-term groundwater and surface water monitoring and periodic five-year reviews to 
ensure protectiveness of the remedy.

In parallel to the selected remedy, studies will continue to close remaining data gaps, including to     
improve the characterization of bedrock topography and fractures and further delineate the extent          
of groundwater contamination. These studies will be used to evaluate long-term groundwater remedial 
alternatives, leading to the selection in the future of a final cleanup plan for groundwater.

EPA estimates that the ROD cleanup will cost approximately $48 million.

For more information on environmental remediation at the Olin Chemical Superfund Site, please call: 
Melanie Morash, Remedial Project Manager, US EPA New England, Phone: 617-918-1292 or email: 
morash.melanie@epa.gov or visit the Olin Chemical Superfund Site webpage at: www.epa.gov/        
superfund/olin.

The Administrative Record and information about the Olin Chemical Superfund Site may also be    
viewed online at: https://go.usa.gov/xGb7a. For questions or assistance in accessing Olin Chemical 
Superfund Site records, call the EPA Region 1 Superfund Record Center at 617-918-1440 (phone)          
or R1.Records-SEMS@epa.gov (email).
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